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black spots in front of the 3
like — right now she’s cryi I don’t

pull me up but 1
ing my feet and all I

loves yo es you. (silence)
a Marie?

't know. (sifence)

you hear them often, (these voices?)
1 don’t want to talk anymore, all right? [ just
go home.

START

MotHeEr. Well, what do you think? Is she totally
bananas or merely slightly off center? Or maybe she's
perfectly sane and just a very good liar. What have you
decided?

DocTtor. | haven’t yet. What about you?

MOTHER. Me? .

Docror. Yes. You know her better than I do. What's
your opinion?

MotHER. Well . . . I believe that she’s . . . not crazy.
Nor is she lying. ]

Doctor. But how could she have a child and know
nothing of sex and birth?
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MoruERr. Because she’s an innocent. She's a slate that
hasn’t been touched, except by God. There’s no place
for those facts in her mind.

Doctor. Oh, bullshit.

MoTHER. In her case it isn’t. Her mother kept her
home almost all of the time. She’s had very little school-
ing. I don’t know how her mother avoided the authori-
ties but she did. When her mother died, Agnes came to
us. She’s never been “out there,” Doctor. She’s never
seen a television show or a movie. She’s never read a
book.

Doctor. But if you believe she's so innocent, how
could she murder a child?

MoTHER. She didn’t. This is manslaughter, not
murder. She did not consciously kill that baby. I don’t
know what youw'd call it—whatever psychological-
medical jargon you people use—but she was not con-
scious at the time. That’s why she's innocent. She
honestly doesn’t remember. She’d lost a fot of blood,
she’d passed out by the time I'd found her . . .

Docrtor. You want me to believe that she killed that
baby, hid the wastepaper basket, and crawled to the
door, all in some sort of mystical trance?

MotaeR. | don’t care what you believe. You're her
psychiatrist, not her jury. You're not determining her
guilt.

Doctor. Was there ever any question of that?

MoTHER. What do you mean?

Docror. Could semeone else have murdered that
child? (silence)

MotHER. Not in the eyes of the police.

DocTor. And in your eyes?

MortHER. I've told you what I believe.

END
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