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EXT. COURTYARD - NI GHT

JUSTI N
Yea, you're right. | just don’t
know what to do. | love this girl,

but I don’t know, aml a dick for
wanting to be in other

rel ati onshi ps for the experience?
O even just to experience what
hookup culture is |ike? Like I
don’t want to be one of those
peopl e that ends up getting married
to one of their high school
sweethearts and is only ever with
them And if | stay together with
G RLFRIEND, like that’'s it. W're
adults now. Either we stay together
and get married, or we break up
sonehow.

BRENDAN
No, it's totally fair to want to
experience sonet hing new. But, you
can’'t approach every relationship
like that, like there’'s sonme sort
of ultimtuminvolved. Yea, at the
end of the day the goal for nost
people is to find sonmeone that you
can marry and spend the rest of
your |ife with, but that doesn’t
mean you have to marry every person
that you | ove. (pause) Look, just
because you don’t marry her,
doesn’t nean your relationship was
a waste or that you didn't really
| ove her. You guys have been
toget her for what, two years? Three
years now? That’s a huge chunk of
your life right there dedicated to
one person. | nean, | know how much
time you ve dedicated to her if its
anything |i ke what |’ ve seen the
| ast few nonths here at school
There’s so nuch sacrifice and
enotion that goes into | earning how
to be with and | ove soneone. And,
the fact that you are out here
right now, telling ne all these
things, trying so hard to find a
way to nove forward in your
relati onship with her on a Saturday
night, it just shows that you guys
have gotten to a point where you
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CONTI NUED: 2.

BRENDAN (cont’ d)
really do | ove her. There's no way
that if you do walk away fromthis
relationship you' re wal king away as
t he sanme person you were three
years ago. And that, that has to
mean sonet hing. She’s a per manent
part of you, no matter what
ultimately happens down the |ine.

There’s a pause. Justin | ooks down at his hands, trying to
regi ster all of what Brendan just said.

JUSTI N
You' re right. It’s just, | don't
want to | ose her as a friend. Even
if we aren’t together, that’s
really what | want. To save a
friendship.

BRENDAN
| know, man. But, this stuff isn't
easy when it’s sonmeone you | ove.
Staying friends is basically

i npossi bl e.
JUSTI N
Well, you said you had a girlfriend
right? Are you guys still friends?
BRENDAN
Yea, well, we had been best friends
before, since we were really young,
but we never really, I|ike,

addressed our feelings until right
before she had to | eave. But we had
to try. Long di stance was tough for
us, too. We ended up deciding it
woul d be best for both of us if we
just went back to being friends, at
| east until we were both done with
school and shit. Then, sonewhere
down the line, if it works out and
were both single and stuff, then
maybe we coul d get together and try
agai n.

JUSTI N
See, now | don’t know if me |oving
her is like...worthy of an
agreenent like that. | don’t know,
especially recently and stuff, we
have fights over the dunbest shit,
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JUSTI N (cont’ d)
"1l get mad at her for |eaving ne
on read, or she’'ll take sonething |
texted her the wong way...| don’t
know one tine we had a huge
argunent and all of it was just
because | saw her active on
Instagramthirty mnutes ago or
sonet hing but | had sent her
Snapchats and texts two hours ago
t hat she never checked. And it was
just such a stupid thing to get nmad
over but just those stupid little
t hi ngs. ..

BRENDAN
But you have to realize that those
t hi ngs only exist because of
phones, and social nedia? It’'s al
just m scomuni cation that exists
because you tried comunicating
t hrough an online server. None of
t hat woul d’ ve happened if you guys
were actually together in person,
because you'd be right there in
front of each other talking to one
anot her. There’s no | eaving on
read, or active however |ong ago
type things when you' re actually
together in person. Think about it.
You guys only got to this point
where you wanted to try | ong
di stance because you | oved each
ot her so nuch when you actually
were in the sane place. Don’'t |et
how your rel ationship has been over
the internet becone your
interpretation for your entire
relationship as a whole. It’s
literally just how the world works
now. Long di stance takes pl ace
entirely wwthin the internet, and
it’s nmessing with your head. Since
you’' re al |l owed i nstantaneous
communi cation at any tinme at any
place in the world, it basically
forces you to be in constant
conmuni cati on, and then if one
person doesn’t do that, the other
person feels hurt. \Wen the
i nternet makes the world |ike that,
there’s gonna be probl ens that
never woul d’ ve happened in person.
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BRENDAN (cont’ d)
And those problens take away from

reality, and real life. No matter
how nmuch you | ove soneone, you
still gotta live your own life in

reality.



